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and diplomatic skills have significantly ad-
vanced the values and interests of the Amer-
ican people.

At a time when international crises, from
Iraq to Kosovo, demand the leadership of the
United States and the United Nations, it is
essential that we have a strong and capable
diplomat like Richard C. Holbrooke as our
U.N. Ambassador. He is extraordinarily well
qualified for this vital position, and I look
forward to the Senate’s timely consideration
of his nomination.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Romania-United
States Treaty on the Peaceful Uses of
Nuclear Energy With
Documentation
February 9, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit to the Congress,

pursuant to sections 123 b. and 123 d. of the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended (42
U.S.C. 2153(b) and (d)), the text of a pro-
posed Agreement for Cooperation Between
the Government of the United States of
America and the Government of Romania
Concerning Peaceful Uses of Nuclear En-
ergy, with accompanying annex and agreed
minute. I am also pleased to transmit my
written approval, authorization, and deter-
mination concerning the agreement, and the
memorandum of the Director of the United
States Arms Control and Disarmament
Agency with the Nuclear Proliferation As-
sessment Statement concerning the agree-
ment. The joint memorandum submitted to
me by the Secretary of State and the Sec-
retary of Energy, which includes a summary
of the provisions of the agreement and var-
ious other attachments, including agency
views, is also enclosed.

The proposed agreement with Romania
has been negotiated in accordance with the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended by
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Act of 1978
and as otherwise amended. In my judgment,
the proposed agreement meets all statutory
requirements and will advance the non-
proliferation and other foreign policy inter-
ests of the United States. The agreement

provides a comprehensive framework for
peaceful nuclear cooperation between the
United States and Romania under appro-
priate conditions and controls reflecting our
common commitment to nuclear non-
proliferation goals. Cooperation until now
has taken place under a series of supply
agreements dating back to 1966 pursuant to
the agreement for peaceful nuclear coopera-
tion between the United States and the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

The Government of Romania supports
international efforts to prevent the spread of
nuclear weapons to additional countries. Ro-
mania is a party to the Treaty on the Non-
proliferation to Nuclear Weapons (NPT) and
has an agreement with the IAEA for the ap-
plication of full-scope safeguards to its nu-
clear program. Romania also subscribes to
the Nuclear Suppliers Group guidelines,
which set forth standards for the responsible
export of nuclear commodities for peaceful
use, and to the guidelines of the NPT Export-
ers Committee (Zangger Committee), which
oblige members to require the application of
IAEA safeguards on nuclear exports to non-
nuclear weapon states. In addition, Romania
is a party to the Convention on the Physical
Protection of Nuclear Material, whereby it
agrees to apply international standards of
physical protection to the storage and trans-
port of nuclear material under its jurisdiction
or control. Finally, Romania was one of the
first countries to sign the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty.

I believe that peaceful nuclear cooperation
with Romania under the proposed new
agreement will be fully consistent with, and
supportive of, our policy of responding posi-
tively and constructively to the process of de-
mocratization and economic reform in Cen-
tral Europe. Cooperation under the agree-
ment also will provide opportunities for U.S.
business on terms that fully protect vital U.S.
national security interests.

I have considered the views and rec-
ommendations of the interested agencies in
reviewing the proposed agreement and have
determined that its performance will pro-
mote, and will not constitute an unreasonable
risk to, the common defense and security.
Accordingly, I have approved the agreement
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and authorized its execution and urge that
the Congress give it favorable consideration.

Because this agreement meets all applica-
ble requirements of the Atomic Energy Act,
as amended, for agreements for peaceful nu-
clear cooperation, I am transmitting it to the
Congress without exempting it from any re-
quirements contained in section 123 a. of
that Act. This transmission shall constitute
a submittal for purposes of both sections 123
b. and 123 d. of the Atomic Energy Act. My
Administration is prepared to begin imme-
diately the consultations with the Senate For-
eign Relations and House International Rela-
tions Committees as provided in section 123
b. Upon completion of the 30-day continuous
session period provided for in section 123 b.,
the 60-day continuous session period pro-
vided for in section 123 d. shall commence.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 9, 1999.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
the Memorandum of Understanding
Relating to the Soviet Union-United
States Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty
February 9, 1999

Dear Mr. Chairman:
In accordance with section 625 of the De-

partments of Commerce, Justice, and State,
the Judiciary, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 1999 (as contained in the Om-
nibus Consolidated and Emergency Supple-
mental Appropriations Act, 1999, Public Law
105–277) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby certify and
affirm that the United States Government is
not implementing the Memorandum of Un-
derstanding Relating to the Treaty Between
the United States of America and the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics on the Limita-
tion of Anti-Ballistic Missile Systems of May
26, 1972 (the ‘‘MOU’’), entered into in New
York on September 26, 1997.

Attached is a report to the Congress on
the MOU submitted pursuant to section 625
of the Act.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Ted Stevens,
chairman, Senate Committee on Appropriations,
and C.W. Bill Young, chairman, House Commit-
tee on Appropriations.

Remarks at the ‘‘AmeriCorps Call to
Service’’ in College Park, Maryland
February 10, 1999

Thank you very much. Thank you. Ladies
and gentlemen, when I was listening to Ste-
phen and Leslie and Justin and Pepe talk,
I was reminded of why I wanted to be Presi-
dent—so that I could give young people like
them the chance to make America a better
place.

I want to thank all those who are here
today who have supported our efforts. I
thank Harris Wofford for his outstanding
leadership of the Corporation for National
Service; Deb Jospin and John Gomperts of
AmeriCorps. I thank Governor Glendening
and Lieutenant Governor Kathleen Kennedy
Townsend for making Maryland America’s
leading State for citizen service. They have
clearly done that. I thank my good friend,
Prince George’s County Executive Wayne
Curry; Senator Mike Miller, my longtime
friend; and Mayor Jacobs, thank you for mak-
ing us welcome. Carson Daly, thank you for
the work MTV did on those wonderful spots,
the PSA’s. I would like to thank also the
mother of the Lieutenant Governor, my good
friend, Ethel Kennedy, for being here today.
And I thank Mark Gearan, our Peace Corps
Director, and I’ll say a little more about the
Peace Corps in a minute and its relationship
to AmeriCorps.

I’d like to thank one person who is not
here today, but who was on the frontlines
of creating AmeriCorps, Senator Barbara Mi-
kulski, your United States Senator from
Maryland. I thank her. I want to thank the
president of the University of Maryland, on
my right, and the president of the student
government of the University of Maryland,
on my left, for making me welcome. Avery
and Dr. Mote, thank you.

You have already heard from Dr. Mote and
others that 6 years ago I came here to cele-
brate the end of the Summer of Service,
which was our dry run for this national serv-
ice program. We wanted to work out the
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